
QA-414 C. 1878 
J. O. Raisin 2-story Duplex 
Centreville 
private 

The northernmost duplex of the existing three 
frame buildings on North Liberty Street was built by 
Joseph O. Raisin in 1837, just after he acquired the 
lot from James Smith in that year. This house and 
the one south of it are identical in form and plan 
and represent a house type common for the period 
which was intended for rental. Raisin owned several 
dozen properties in 1835, at the time of his death. 
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The northernmost building of the existing three 

duplexes is a four bay wide two story frame building 

on the west side of North Liberty Street between 

Broadway and Johnstown Lane. It was constructed in 

1878 by Joseph 0. Raisin along with three other 

buildings on the lot, the southernmost having been 

demolished in 1930. 

The facade of this house is like the others, in 

that there are two doors on the outer two bays, with 

two 6/6 sash windows in the center two bays. On the 

second story all four bays have 6/6 sash windows. 

On the north and south gables there is one window 

on each of the two floors. Like the three-story house 

up the block, the back leanto is narrower than the 

front four bays, and has only two windows on its rear 

facade (west). There is one window on the gable of 

the leanto above a small shed entry at right angles 

of the back leanto. With the small shed entry the 

floor plan of the duplex is actually a 'T'. 

The rear facade has two 6/6 windows on the first 

floor and two 3/3 sash windows on the second story. 

Chimneys are centered at the apex of the 'A' roof 

front section and at the rear of the leanto section. 

The roof is covered with raised seam metal roofing. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The northernmost duplex of the existing three 

frame buildings on North Liberty Street was built by 

Joseph O. Raisin in 1887, just after he acquired the 

lot from James Smith in that year. This house and 

the one south of it are identical in form and plan 

and represent a house type common for the period 

which was intended for rental. Raisin owned several 

dozen properties in 1885, at the time of his death. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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Centreville, Maryland 
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